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Today, | am very pleased to announce the conclusion of two highly publicized and
unfounded allegations made against me while | was Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration. | stepped aside as Minister for one purpose and that was to clear my good
name and reputation. The contents of my statement today should leave no doubt that |
have fully achieved what | set out to accomplish.

On January 14, 2005, | resigned as Minister of Citizenship and Immigration after very
serious allegations were made against me relating to Harjit Singh and his immigration
situation. Since then, | have continued in my capacity as Member of Parliament
representing the riding of York West in the City of Toronto.

| have always maintained that these allegations are completely untrue. At the time
these allegations were made, | decided to step down as Minister in order to clear my
name and fight back.

On January 31, 2005, | commenced a lawsuit against Harjit Singh and others as a result
of these defamatory statements. Further legal proceedings were taken by me in order
to protect my interest and integrity.

Today, | am pleased to say that all legal proceedings between me and Harjit Singh and
others have been settled. The settlement reached between the parties has resulted in
full and complete Public Apologies and retraction from the defendants and a retraction
from Harjit Singh. The Public Apologies and Retraction will be issued shortly to the
media for publication.

Harjit Singh and every one of the other defendants involved have provided their Public
Apologies and the Retraction voluntarily and of their own free will and with the benefit of
independent legal advice.

This situation is a clear example of how unfounded statements and allegation can be
immediately taken to be the truth and unless such statements and allegations are
vigorously challenged, the integrity and reputation of individuals and a government can
be unjustifiably tarnished and diminished.

Separately, | have received a letter from Dr. Bernard J. Shapiro, Ethics Commissioner,
in response to my request of November 15, 2004, relating to my decision to grant a
Temporary Resident Permit (TRP) and work permit to Ms. Alina Balaican.

By way of background, on June 25, 2004, | exercised my legal authority as then Minister
of Citizenship and Immigration pursuant to section 24 of the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act, to issue a Temporary Residence Permit to Ms. Balaican who entered
Canada in 2002 on a valid work visa. While in Canada, Ms. Balaican married a
Canadian citizen. The Temporary Residence Permit issued to Ms. Balaican allowed her
to temporarily remain in Canada and apply for permanent residency from within Canada







